250

THE BEST OF GOOD READING

We were waiting for my wife, who had the
care of this last part of our embarkation, when
she joined us loaded with a large bag, which
she threw into the tub that already contained
her youngest son. I imagined that she intended
it for him to sit upon, or perhaps to confine him
so as to prevent his being tossed from side to
side. I therefore asked no questions concerning
it. The order of our departure was as follows:
In the first tub, at the boat's head, my wife,
the most tender and exemplary of her sex,
placed herself.

In the second, our little Francis, a lovely boy,
six years old, remarkable for the sweetest and
happiest temper, and for his affection to his
parents.

In the third, Fritz, our eldest boy, between
fourteen and fifteen years of age, a handsome
curl-pated youth, full of intelligence and
vivacity,

In the fourth was the barrel of gunpowder,
with the cocks and hens, and the sail-cloth.
In the fifth, the provisions of every kind.
In the sixth, our third son, Jack, a light-
hearted, enterprising, audacious, generous lad,
about ten years old.

In the seventh, our second son, Ernest, a
boy twelve years old, of a rational, reflecting
temper, well informed for his age, but some-
what disposed to indolence and pleasure.

In the eighth a father, to whose paternal
care the task of guiding the machine for the
safety of his beloved family was intrusted. Each
of us had useful implements within reach; the
hand of each held an oar, and near each was
a swimming apparatus, in readiness for what
might happen. The tide was already at half its
height when we left the ship, and I had counted
on this circumstance as favorable to our want
of strength. We held the two paddles long-
ways, and thus we passed without accident
through the cleft of the vessel into the sea. The
boys devoured with their eyes the blue land
they saw at a distance. We rowed with all our
strength, but long in vain, to reach it: the boat
only turned round and round. At length I had
the good fortune to steer in such a way that it
proceeded in a straight line. The two dogs,
perceiving we had abandoned them, plunged
into the sea and swam to the boat; they were
too large for us to think of giving them admit-

tance, and I dreaded lest they should jump in
and upset us. I was in great uneasiness on their
account, for I feared it would not be possible
for them to swim so far. The dogs, however
managed the affair with perfect intelligence.
When fatigued, they rested their fore-paws on
one of the paddles, and thus with little effort
proceeded.
Jack was disposed to refuse them this accom-
modation, but he soon yielded to my argument
that it was cruel and unwise to neglect creatures
thrown on our protection, and who indeed
might hereafter protect us in their turn, by
guarding us from harm and assisting in our
pursuit of animals for food. " Besides," added I,
" God has given the clog to man to be his faithful
companion and friend."
Our   voyage   proceeded    securely,   though
slowly; but the nearer we approached the land,
the more gloomy and unpromising its aspect
appeared.   The coast was clothed with barren
rocks, which seemed to oiler nothing but hun-
ger and distress.   The sea was calm; the waves,
gently agitated, washed the shore, and the sky
was serene in every direction;   we perceived
casks, bales, chests, and other vestiges of ship-
wrecks, floating round us.   In the hope of ob-
taining some good provisions, I determined on
endeavoring to secure some of the casks.   I
bade Fritz have a rope, a hammer, and some
nails ready, and to try to seize them as we passed.
He succeeded in laying hold of two, and in such
a way that we could draw them after us to the
shore.   Now that we were close on land, its
rude outline was much softened; the rocks no
longer appeared one undivided chain;  Fritz,
with his hawk's eye, already descried some
trees, and exclaimed that they were palm trees.
Ernest expressed his joy that he should now get
much larger and better cocoanuts than he ever
had seen before.   I, for my part, was venting
audibly my regret that I had not thought of
bringing a telescope that I knew was in the
captain's cabin, when Jack drew a small one
from his pocket, and with a look of triumph
presented it to me.
The acquisition of the telescope was of great
importance; for with its aid I was able to make
the necessary observations, and was more sure
of the route I ought to take, On applying it to
my eye I remarked that the shore before us had